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1. Please name (in order of importance) in your opinion factors that  determine quality public space
- safety (being able to be free in expressing oneself and interacting with others)

- open space

- diversity of trees and plants

- peacefulness

- interactive public art

- public performance spaces

- community gardens, comfortable seating
- easy access

- transitional area providing time and space to ease into environment

- varying levels of exposure to and shelter from the local elements

- minimization of commercial interests such as retail stands  

2. Please name factors that in your opinion positively influence creation of quality public space

- community input and dialogue

- transparency of funding and resources

- diversity of uses and space

- respect for the neighborhood and promotion of environmental

- social responsibility
- project initiation for the main purpose of creating public space

- commercial interest in project non-existent

- public support without intervention of interests groups  

3. Please name the factors that work against the creation of great public space

- commercial interests

- high land values in urban areas due to commercial interests

- poor governmental policies regarding land use in urban areas

- lack of public understanding of the value of quality public space

- possible displacement of neighborhood resident

- gentrification

- social inequity in use of space

- disrespect of space and peacefulness

- police brutality

- distrust in local politicians and in one’s community

- crime

4. Do you think that in the U.S. is enough effort spent to provide quality public space to people?

- no. Not even in the case of “cleaning up” Times Square, for example. The over policing, censorship of artists and threat of the citizen’s right to freedom of expression creates this illusion of “safety” when really it’s just keeping people under the control by using fear and intimidation via law enforcement. If there is no effort made by government and citizens to negotiate and communicate on use of public spaces and defining their purposes for improving real quality of life, then there cannot be any progress on providing quality public spaces
- no, there is mostly only effort to provide outlets for consumers to spend money.  The space is designed as an attractant to lure them in
- quality in the design of public space in the United States is difficult to achieve because of the attachment to the automobile.  Much of the land surface must be allocated for paved roads and parking
5. How do you compare quality of public space you’ve experienced in Europe to public space in the U.S.? 

- I haven’t been to Europe recently, but from what I recall, I think some parks and public spaces in general are cleaner there. I don’t think there is as much policing and suspicion of the common citizen in public spaces in Europe as much as I find in the US, at least in NYC. I sensed that people are able to express themselves more freely in public spaces and more people use them for that reason in Europe. Perhaps the nature and architecture of some public spaces there display and promote certain democratic values
